-2               The House of Ghazni.    [A.D. icoi-ii86.
The Abbaszde Caliph of Bagdad, about this time, at the
imperious request of Mahmud, declared him the lawful
sovereign of the whole of the great province of Khorassan,
which then extended from Asterabad upon the Caspian
Sea to Balkh, and from Yezd, in the centre of Persia, to
the desert of Kara Kum. In his seventh invasion of
India, Mahmud followed Jaipal II., now king of Lahore,
into Kashmir, and forced the inhabitants of the valley
to become Musalmans. The eighth invasion was also
directed against Kashmir to punish revolted chiefs, and
:n returning thence he was misled by his guides, and
suffered much loss in men and munitions of war.
But these reverses were succeeded by a glorious cam-
paign in Transoxiana. The nobles of the court of the
king of Khwarism had revolted and slain the king.
The son-in-law of Mahmud, who defeated the rebels,
annexed the country, took Orgunge, and established
himself at the cities of Samarcand and Bokhara, then
the most celebrated in Central Asia.
These great events, which extended the Sultan's domi-
nions to the Caspian, took place in A.D. 1016, and in the
year immediately following, while Canute reigned in
England, one of the greatest of the Indian invasions,
the ninth, was carried to a successful conclusion- The
great city of Kanouj was situated upon the Ganges, a
little to the north of Cawnpur, in the heart of Hindustan,
a march of three months from Ghazm, across all the
yreat rivers of the Punjab. The greatness of this city
may be inferred from the fact that it is said to have
contained 30,000 shops for the sale of betel-nut, as who
would say there are 30,000 tobacconists' shops in London !
The Raja submitted without a blow to Mahmiid's army of
100,000 horse and 20,000 foot, the latter raised with diplo-
matic skill among the recent conquests in Transoxiana
and elsewhere, soldiers who had been a danger left